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WHY  NOT? 

We  often  ask  ourselves  why  we  are  not  so  ef- 
fective as  George  Fox.  Can  we  master  as  many 
inward  tensions?  If  not,  we  shall  inevitably  sus- 
pend part  of  the  message,  or  divide  the  different 
aspects  of  it  among  different  groups  or  individ- 
uals in  order  not  to  be  torn  asunder,  or  to  be 
able  to  survey  our  task.  Only  the  integral  mess- 
age can  be  fully  effective. 

If  we  were  as  attentive  to  the  inward  voice  of 
God  as  the  conservative  Friends  in  Ohio,  and 
had  a great  missionary  zeal  as  Friends  of  the  In- 
dependent Meetings  and  Five  Years  Meeting; 
if  we  were  as  concerned  with  world  affairs  as 
Friends  in  New  York  and  at  the  same  time  could 
see  the  individual  condition  of  seeking  and  way- 
ward souls,  opening  for  them  a doorway  to  sal- 
vation; finally,  if,  in  order  to  find  strength  to 
do  all  this,  we  could  cure  ourselves  and  others 
from  our  physical  illnesses  as  casually,  self-evi- 
dently and  inconspicuously  as  George  Fox  did, 
there  would  be  no  need  to  ask  “Why  are  we  not 
so  effective  as  George  Fox  was?” 

— Gerardina  van  Dalfsen,  “The  Essence  of 
Quakerism”  Friends  Quarterly,  July  1956 


TWO  POINTS  OF  VIEW 

The  controversy  between  the  pro-retreatists  and  the 
anti-retreatists  we  suppose  is  as  old  as  organized  religion, 
and  undoubtedly  has  a long  future  ahead.  Personally, 
we  are  strongly  among  the  “pro’s”  because  it  was  at  a 
Young  Friends  Seminar  (retreat?)  that  there  opened  the 
possibility,  for  us,  of  a life  lived  in  the  continuing  pres- 
ence of  a loving  God,  and  because  we  started  then  the 
quest  for  that  life,  which  we  have  followed,  waveringly 
and  with  some  revolts  and  many  backslidings,  to  this  mo- 
ment. However,  as  an  editor  we  are  convinced  that  we 
ought  to  learn  from  those  who  disagree  with  us;  we 
therefore  happily  present  two  articles  from  different 
points  of  view.  The  author  of  the  first,  Virginia  Bier- 
brier  (1435  Fulton  Street,  San  Francisco  17,  Calif.)  is 
a member  of  San  Francisco  Monthly  Meeting.  Peter 
Guldbransen,  author  of  the  second,  is  a member  of 
Berkeley  Monthly  Meeting;  he  is  known  to  many  of  us 
as  one  of  the  moving  spirits  and  founders  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association,  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  His  ad- 
dress is  2416  Durant  Ave.,  Berkeley,  Calif.  —Editor 

Young  Adidt  Conference 

Late  last  September  about  tliirty  of  the  young 
adult  members  and  atteuders  from  the  Bay  Area 
held  at  a week-end  conference  at  Los  Altos. 
Since  the  experienee  was  a rich  and  deepening 
one  for  us,  we  should  like  to  share  some  of  it 
with  others  in  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

During  the  past  year,  a number  of  people  in 
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their  twenties  and  thirties  have  been  attending 
San  Franeisco  Meeting  more  or  less  regularly. 
The  idea  for  this  conferenee  grew  out  of  the 
concern  of  several  of  us  who  have  recently  be- 
come members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  that  we 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  explore  some  as- 
pects of  Quakerism  more  fully  than  is  possible 
m the  gatherings  after  meeting  for  worship  or 
the  oecasional  evenings  we  have  had  together. 

We  were  fortunate  to  be  able  to  reserve  the 
Duveneck’s  hostel  at  Hidden  Villa,  snug  in  the 
Santa  Glara  mountains.  Young  adults  from  other 
Meetings  in  the  area  were  invited.  The  confer- 
enee went  through  several  metamorphoses  in  the, 
planning  stages— we  had,  for  example,  eonsid- 
ered  a completely  silent  retreat,  or  a program- 
med study  conference  with  discussion  led  by 
older  Friends.  Our  final  decision  was  to  plan 
only  a general  frame,  with  discussion  times  in- 
terspersed with  periods  of  silence,  together  or  in- 
dividually. 

At  our  first  meeting  Friday  night  each  of  us 
jotted  down  one  or  two  questions  or  ideas  about 
Quakerism  of  special  concern  to  him;  from  these 
we  drew  several  themes  for  discussion.  In  this 
way  the  shape  of  the  conference  grew  directly 
out  of  the  thoughts  of  those  who  attended. 

We  had  a short  period  of  silence  before  sleep. 
That  night  we  were  blessed  with  clear  weather 
and  a full  moon,  so  a number  of  us  spread  our 
sleeping  bags  on  cots  nestled  in  a grove  of  bay 
laurel  trees  and  slept  outside. 

After  Saturday  breakfast  and  an  hour  free  for 
wandering  about  the  hills,  we  had  silent  medi- 
tation and  a discussion  on  the  theme,  “Why  do 
we  come  to  meeting?”  Since  only  a few  were 
members  of  the  Society,  and  nearly  all  of  us  had 
non-Quaker  backgrounds,  this  was  a lively  dis- 
cussion, exploring  the  values  which  meeting  for 
worship  had  for  us.  The  discussion  not  only  pro- 
vided a wide  base  on  which  to  build,  but  also 
gave  us  insights  into  each  others’  li\  es  which  we 
probably  otherwise  would  not  ha\e  had. 

By  lunch  time,  several  more  people  had  ar- 
rived. During  lunch  wc  maintained  silence,  with 
one  person  reading  aloud  Iroin  a part  ot  Friends 
for  300  Years  which  bore  ou  the  morning  dis-- 
cussion.  After  a jieriod  of  rest  and  recreation, 
we  entered  the  alternoon  discussion  on  the  re- 
lationship between  bcliels,  particularly  the 
Quaker  form  of  worship,  and  social  action.  Most 
of  us  were  currentl\',  or  had  at  one  time  been. 
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associated  with  some  aspect  of  Friends’  social 
concerns  — A.F.S.C.  staff,  work  camps  or  proj- 
ects, Friends  Committee  on  Legislation,  etc.,  and 
each  of  us  had  quite  distinct  concepts  of  the  val- 
ues and  pitfalls  involved  in  this  type  of  action. 

These  were  the  only  two  planned  diseussions 
during  the  week  end.  We  had  thought  to  have 
greater  observance  of  silence,  but  partly  because 
this  was  our  first  conference  and  we  were  just 
beginning  to  know  each  other,  and  partly  be- 
cause people  arrived  and  left  at  different  times, 
this  did  not  happen.  There  was,  however,  a si- 
lence underlying  the  words  we  spoke  that  re- 
sulted in  an  openness  to  each  other  and  a true 
listening;  and  this  deeper  quiet  made  more  form- 
al silence  unneeded. 

After  supper  on  Sunday,  we  built  a fire  in  the 
fireplace  outside  the  main  house.  One  of  the 
girls  had  brought  her  auto-harp  and  we  had  ac- 
companiment for  our  singing.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  evening,  when  the  singing  had  virtually- 
ceased  and  small  groups  were  chatting  among 
themselves,  she  played  and  sang  a Bohemian 
good-night  song  with  a tender  and  lovely  mel- 
ody. Suddenly  there  was  silence,  drawing  us, 
because  of  its  spontaneity  and  shared  feeling, 
deeply  together.  After  perhaps  twenty  minutes 
“meeting”  broke,  and  we  wandered  off  slowly 
to  our  cabins  or  to  the  laurel  clearing. 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  evaluate  or  sum- 
marize the  inward  results  of  sueh  a conference, 
I think  we  were  all  somewhat  surprised  and  cer- 
tainly touched  by  the  closeness  which  shared  ex- 
perience gave  us  for  each  other.  And  I believe 
also  that  our  attendance  at  meeting  for  worship 
has  meant  something  different  — and  deeper  — 
since  that  time.  —Virginia  Bierbrier 

Advance  or  Retreat? 

There  has  been  a tendency  lately  among 
Friends  to  “retire”  to  retreats  or  camps  for  talks 
or  discussions  away  from  the  hurly-burly  every- 
day world. 

Personally,  I do  not  like  the  word  “retreat.” 
I prefer  “advance.”  Too  much  self-examination 
is  harmful,  both  for  individuals  and  for  groups. 
Friends  have  something  to  give  to  the  world. 
The  world  does  not  mind  us  one  bit,  if  we  go 
on  “searching  for  truth  and  inward  peace.”  We 
do  stand  for  something  as  Q-uakers,  but  we  are 
losing  our  militancy  in  our  constant  craving  for 
self-examination.  We  are  becoming  more  and 
more  ingrown  by  centering  on  ourselves  and  say- 
ing to  ourselves,  “We  Friends.” 

Jesus  said:  “Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.”  He 
never  said:  “Ye  are  the  sugar  of  the  world,”  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  many  Friends  prefer  to  be 
sweet  instead  of  salty,  popular  instead  of  un- 
popular. What  is  the  matter  with  our  meetings 
for  worship  if  ever  so  often  we  have  to  go  into 
retreats  and  hold  the  mirror  of  self-analysis  up 
to  each  other? 


If  we  have  to  get  away  periodically  to  find 
out  where  we  stand,  we  are  weak  in  content, 
short  of  dynamics  and  lacking  in  faith.  We  live 
in  a tough  world  and  more  than  ever  our  mes- 
sage demands  spiritual  vitamins.  We  have  no 
business  to  soft-soap  our  Quaker  message.  It 
was  never  meant  for  weaklings.  It  is  much  more 
than  philanthropy.  It  is  both  lofty  idealism  and 
love  for  all  men.  It  is,  in  fact,  applied  Christian- 
ity; and  Christianity  was  never  an  easy  religion 
and  was  never  meant  to  be  an  easy  religion. 

Let  us  by  all  means  lay  more  stress  on  ad- 
vance, and  less  on  retreat  and  “retreats.”  Let  us 
be  in  the  front-line  trenches  of  human  affairs 
and  not  in  the  rear  examining  ourselves. 

—Peter  Guldbransen 


iNTERSM  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

The  Yearly  Meeting  Interim  Committee  will  meet  in 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  on  March  9,  19.57.  Sessions  will  be 
held  at  the  meeting  house,  Walnut  and  Vine  Streets, 
with  the  opening  session  Saturday  morning  at  9:30. 
Among  the  matters  to  be  considered  are  these:  making 
the  Yearly  Meeting  sessions  less  disorganized  and  more 
meaningful;  changes  in  procedures  for  the  Nominating 
Committee;  ways  of  dealing  with  concerns  from  Monthly 
Meetings.  Details  of  hospitality  and  arrangements  will 
be  cared  for  by  Anna  Jaaies,  670  San  Luis  Rd.,  Berke- 
ley 7,  Calif.  For  suggestions  as  to  agenda,  concerns, 
etc.,  please  write  to  Catherine  Bruner,  clerk,  1603 
Woodland  Drive,  Stockton  4,  Calif. 


NEW  MEETING  HOUSE 

La  Jolla  Meeting  has  made  great  progress  towards 
moving  into  its  own  meeting  house.  Property  was  ac- 
quired last  summer  consisting  of  a lot  in  a centrally  lo- 
cated, but  quiet,  section  of  La  Jolla  with  a well-kept 
one-bedroom  house  on  the  rear  part.  We  planned  to  use 
this  house  as  our  temporary  meeting  place,  but  difficult- 
ies, arising  from  the  building  authorities,  seemed  to  frus- 
trate our  earlier  enthusiasm.  Then  one  of  these  “Quaker 
miracles”  happened.  Enough  funds  came  in  suddenly  to 
encourage  the  planning  of  our  permanent  meeting  house 
on  the  front  iiart  of  the  lot. 

The  foundation  and  concrete  slabs  are  already  in,  and 
in  a few  weeks  we  hope  to  move  into  our  new  home. 
The  older  building  will  serve  as  our  First-day  school  and 
is  now  thankfully  used  for  storing  and  sorting  clothing. 
The  address  is  7380  Eads  Ace.,  La  Jolla,  Calif. 

—John  E.  Ullman 
1647  Monte  Mar,  Vista,  Calif. 

P.  S.  A later  note  from  John  Ullman  reports  they 
have  gotten  as  far  as  the  roof!  —Ed. 


QUERY  ON  VOCAL  MINISTRY 

Following  are  excerpts  from  the  Query  answer  sent 
by  Berkeley  Meeting  to  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting, 
November  3,  1956,  and  transcribed  by  Clare  Milli- 
kan, 60  Kingston  Rd.,  Berkeley  7,  Calif. 

“In  our  meetings  there  has  been  usually  a simplicity 
and  directness  of  expression  upon  matters  of  deep  per- 
sonal concern.  A very  few  have  been  carried  away  into 
lengthy  comment  upon  current  events,  or  have  explained 
some  worthwhile  thought  in  elaborate  detail  instead  of 
letting  the  hearer  interpret  the  message  according  to  his 
need. 

“There  has  been  some  improvement  this  year,  with  a 
better  alternation  of  speech  with  silence.  Instead  of 
several  messages  on  widely  divergent  subjects  crowded 
toward  the  end,  there  have  been  sometimes  just  a few 
contributions  building  around  one  spiritual  idea  leading 
to  real  experience  of  spiritual  communion. 
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“For  a development  of  this  kind  there  can  be  no  pre- 
paration other  than  one’s  own  study,  thought  and  pray- 
er. 

“The  quality  of  a meeting  is,  we  feel,  greatly  enriched 
by  those  who  do  take  time  to  study  and  meditate.  We 
could  uo  more  to  stimuate  such  activities  among  our 
members.  From  time  to  time  small  discussion  groups 
have  formed,  which  have  undoubtedly  deepened  the 
spiritual  life  of  members.  The  adult  class  has  spent  at 
least  half  its  time  studying  different  asjrects  of  Quaker- 
ism, which  has  been  especially  helpful  to  new  members. 
This  should  in  the  long  run  lead  to  a wider  participa- 
tion in  the  vocal  ministry. 

“The  fact  that  some  people  speak  freciuently  and 
others  hardly  ever  may  mean  either  that  we  are  getting 
too  large  for  people  to  feel  a sense  of  responsibility  and 
the  freedom  to  speak,  or  that  we  are  not  preparing  our 
selves  sufficiently— and  also  that  some  of  us  are  mistak- 
ing strong  personal  feelings  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 


PERMANENT  CASA  !N  MEXICO  CITY 

Friends  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  especially 
interested  to  learn  of  the  recent  development  which  has 
taken  place  in  Me.xico  City  with  the  Friends  Monthly 
Meeting  there  and  the  Mexican  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee. 

Last  April  the  Orozco  family,  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  great  Mexican  artist,  Jose  Clemente  Orozco,  placed 
their  home  up  for  sale  in  order  to  secure  funds  for  a 
project  to  conserve  and  restore  some  of  their  father’s 
paintings.  This  house,  which  had  been  rented  for  the 
year  previously  to  Friends  for  use  as  a Friends  Interna- 
tional Center  had  proved  to  be  ideal  not  only  as  an 
attractive,  centrally  located  hostel  for  overnight  guests, 
but  also  as  the  location  of  Friends  meeting  for  worship), 
and  a cultural  center  expressing  the  spirit  of  internation- 
al friendship  in  this  great  cosmopolitan  city  of  almost 
four  million  ireople. 

The  news  of  the  intention  of  the  Orozco  family  to  sell 
the  building  came  initially  as  a shock  to  Friends  in  Mex- 
ico because  it  appeared  impossible  to  gather  sufficient 
funds  to  meet  the  purchase  price  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  pesos.  This  was  very  reasonable  when 
translated  into  dollars  ( $22,500 ) for  a house  which  con- 
tained two  kitchens,  three  baths,  a dining  room,  two 
large  meeting  rooms,  a bed  room  for  the  directors,  an 
office,  and  overnight  accommodations  for  twenty-six 
guests!  However,  tbe  price  appeared  to  be  insurmount- 
able when  considered  from  the  point  of  view  of  a small 
group  of  Friends,  the  majority  of  whom  earn  their  sal- 
aries in  pesos. 

The  Friends  Meeting  and  the  Mexican  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee  were  just  on  the  point  of  regretfully  in- 
forming the  owners  that  the  “Casa”  would  have  to  seek 
new  quarters,  when  two  American  families  who  hap- 
pened to  be  staying  at  the  center  as  guests,  offered  tO' 
provide  a loan  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  if  this  would 
encourage  Mexican  Friends  to  go  ahead.  Shortly  after 
this  a third  family  living  in  Mexico  offered  an  addition- 
al loan  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  this,  combined  with 
a small  reserve  fund  which  had  been  accumulated  over 
the  past  five  years,  made  it  possible  to  acquire  the  Or- 
ozco house  as  a permanent  Friends  center.  Legal  own- 
ership has  been  placed  in  the  hand  of  a non-profit  cor- 
poration, “Casa  de  los  Amigos,  A.C.”  with  Judge  Her- 
nandez, Emma  Martinez,  Donald  Campbell,  Suzanne 
Sein,  and  Jean  Duckies  forming  tbe  Board  of  Directors. 

There  still  remains  the  problem,  however,  of  paying 
off  the  twenty  thousand  dollar  debt  which  was  incurred. 
A number  of  individual  Friends  and  one  of  two  Friends 
Meetings  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  have  already  ex- 
pressed a willingness  to  have  a share  in  this  project  of 
extending  the  outreach  of  Quakerism  in  Mexico,  and  it 
may  be  that  others  will  wish  to  join  in  tins  also.  Mdien 
the  loans  are  repaid  the  Casa  de  los  Amigos  will  have 


the  distinction  of  being  the  only  Friends  center  in  the 
great  capital  cities  of  the  world  which  will  be  com- 
pletely self-supporting,  since  all  current  and  adminis- 
trative expenses  and  property  taxes  will  be  met  by  in- 
come from  guests  and  from  a six  thousand  peso  annual 
subsidy  which  is  being  underwritten  by  Mexican  Friends. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  Friends,  and  persons  recommended 
by  Friends,  will  make  use  of  the  Casa  de  los  Amigos 
on  their  visits  to  Mexico  City.  Room  reservations  may 
be  made  in  advance  by  writing  to  the  Director,  Casa 
de  los  Amigos,  Ignacio  Mariscal,  Mexico  1,  D.F. 

—Edwin  Duckles 
Corregidora  19A 
Tlacopac,  Villa  Obregon 
Mexico  20,  D.F. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  MEETING 

“Our  Friends  Meeting  here  in  Salt  Lake  City,”  writes 
Mildred  McAlister  ( 1284  Fourth  St.,  Salt  Lake  City 
■3,  Utah),  “continues  to  meet  each  First  Day  for  wor- 
ship, with  business  meeting  once  a month.  We  meet  at 
9:30  a.m.  at  the  Student  Christian  Fellowship  House, 
232  University  St.  This  is  a change  of  time.  Although 
we  are  a small  groiqi  (only  10  members)  we  enjoy  a 
close  intimate  fellowship  together.  We  held  our  fhst 
memorial  service  in  November,  which  was  a valuable 
experience  for  us  as  a Meeting.  We  continue  to  enjoy 
visitation  from  Friends  coming  through  Salt  Lake  City. 
We  find  this  gives  us  a feeling  of  being  part  of  the 
large  family  of  Friends  everywhere. 

“We  are  planning  to  have  a study  group  once  a 
month  to  read  several  good  books  on  Quaker  history 
and  the  message  of  Quakerism,  in  order  to  give  us  a 
background.  This  will  be  followed  by  a discussion  each 
time,  which  should  be  very  interesting.  Adam  Ristad 
(5840  Emigration  Canyon,  Salt  Lake  City),  who  came 
to  us  from  Austin,  Texas,  will  be  our  new  clerk;  he 
and  his  wife  Polly  and  son  Phillip  have  been  a fine 
addition  to  our  Meeting.” 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Berkeley  Meeting  announces  a change  in  its  proced- 
ure: the  cliildren  in  the  Meeting  School  attend  meeting 
for  worship  with  their  families  from  11  o’clock  to  11:15, 
instead  of  11:45  to  12. 

« # * 

The  meeting  in  Portland,  Oregon,  has  changed  its 
place  of  meeting  to  Friendly  House,  a Presbyterian  cen- 
ter, at  2617  N.  W.  Savier,  Portland.  Meeting  for  wor- 
ship is  held  at  11  o’clock  every  Sunday,  with  family 
singing  at  10:45.  There  are  three  classes  in  the  Sunday 

school,  also  held  at  Friendly  House. 

« « * 

Bob  and  Betty  McInnes  and  family  have  mo\ed  to 
Hoopa,  Calif.,  where  Bob  will  be  health  director  for  the 

town  and  for  the  Hoopa  Indian  Reservation. 

* « 

From  Hawaii  Rebecca  Timbres  Clark  (Box  806, 
Kaneohe,  T.  H.)  writes  that  her  daughter  Nicky  was 
married  December  28,  1956,  in  London,  England  to 
John  Roseli.i,  whom  she  met  at  Swarthmore  College, 
and  who  does  journalistic'  work  for  the  Manchester 
Guardian.  Nicky  will  probably  continue  in  England  her 

work  as  psyehiatrie  social  worker. 

* 

Pai'ricia  McIntire,  a membc'r  of  Santa  Monica  Meet- 
ing was  married  to  Amos  Richmond,  September  1.  “M>' 
husband,”  shc'  writes,  “reeeivetl  his  M.S.  in  suh-tropieal 
horticulture  this  June.  \\’e  are  returning  to  his  home, 
Israel,  to  reside  permaneutb-,  and  wliere  he  will  ti'aeh  in 
his  field.”  Their  address  is  P.O.  Box  4816.  Haifa,  Israel. 

O 0 D 

Esi'her  Sctimoe  Hirabayashi  and  tlu-  ehildreu  re- 
turned by  air  to  Seatth'  trom  Cairo  in  September;  Cor- 
don remaiiK'd  in  Eg\pt  where  lu'  had  been  teaching, 
until  No\('mber,  wlien  he  was  e\aeuated  to  Ital\'.  Ih'  is 
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now  in  Geneva  hoping  to  return  to  his  work  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cairo  soon,  but  naturally  the  future  is  uncer- 
tain. Esther,  meanwhile,  is  working  for  her  master’s  de- 
gree at  the  University  of  Washington,  Seattle. 

« o * 

Gloria  Kershner  (home  address:  4176  Denker,  Los 
Angeles  62,  Calif. ) is  teaching  fourth  grade  at  Tower 
Hill  School  in  Wilmington,  Delaware.  She  finds  time  to 
attend  special  events  at  Pendle  Hill  and  in  December 
she  took  a group  from  the  community  of  Arden,  Del., 
where  she  lives  ( 2207  Lower  Lane ) to  Philadelphia  to 
help  pack  clothing  for  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee. 


PRECEDENT  FOR  POLITICS 

From  Ben  Seaver  (1191  Stanyan  St.,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.),  a member  of  San  Francisco  Meeting  and  peace 
education  secretary  of  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  Northern  California  Region,  comes  this  let- 
ter: 

Friends  who  question  whether  or  not  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation 
is  in  the  Quakerly  tradition  might  be  interested 
in  the  following  excerpt  from  Frederick  B. 
Tolies’  Ward  lecture  of  1956  entitled  “Quaker- 
ism and  Politics.” 


But  in  the  long  run  lobbying  was  for  Friends 
a more  congenial  method  of  influencing  politics 
than  electioneering.  Quakers  had  been  engaged 
in  lobbying— that  is  to  say,  in  seeking  to  influ- 
ence legislators  by  personal  visits— ever  since 
1659,  when  a hundred  and  sixty-five  Friends 
went  to  Westminster  Hall  and  sent  into  the 
House  of  Commons  a paper  offering  to  lie  ‘body 
for  body  in  jail  in  place  of  their  imprisoned  and 
suffering  fellow  Quakers. 

“But  after  1675  they  intensified  their  legisla- 
tive activity,  seeking  acts  for  the  release  of  pris- 
oners and  the  ending  of  persecution.  The  Meet- 
ing for  Sufferings  co-ordinated  the  work.  The 
weightiest  Friends  in  England,  including  Ceorge 
Fox  and  William  Penn,  busied  themselves  but- 
tonholing Members  of  Parliament  and  appear- 
ing at  committee  hearings.  The  Yearly  Meeting 
even  rented  a room  in  a coffee  house  hard  by 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  for  a headquarters— a 
kind  of  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legisla- 
tion office.  An  unfriendly  observer  noted  sourly 
that  ‘it  was  indeed  somewhat  scandalous,  to  see, 
when  any  Bill  or  petition  was  defending,  where- 
in the  Quakers  had  their  Account  or  Design, 
what  crowding,  what  soliciting,  what  treating 
and  trading  there  was  by  that  sly  and  artificial 
set  of  Men  . .’  And  another  critic  observed  that 
‘Their  broad  hatts,  their  short  Cravatts,  their 
dour  Looks,  subtil  Carriages’  were  always  in  ev- 
idence when  the  House  of  Commons  was  in  ses- 
sion. 

■‘The  legislative  struggle  for  religious  liberty 
was  substantially  won  in  1689  with  the  passage 
of  the  Toleration  Act,  but  the  lobbying  efforts 
went  on,  until  Friends  were  finally  granted  the 
right  to  substitute  a simple  affirmation  for  a 
formal  oath  in  1722.  From  time  to  time  in  the 
course  of  this  campaign  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings urged  Friends  to  write  their  Parliament- 
men  on  the  subject.  If  anyone  thinks  the  tech- 
nicjues  of  the  F.C.N.L.  are  a modern  innovation, 
he  knows  little  of  Quaker  history.” 
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